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Celebrating 25 Years

A MESSAGE
FROM iEARN-USA

2013 iEARN Conference and Youth Summit in Doha, Qatar
Dear Friends,
2013 was a year of milestones and celebrations for
iEARN-USA and our global community.
In 2013, iEARN celebrated its 25th birthday, marking a
quarter century of changing the lives of young people and
educators around the world through international exchange
and collaboration.
2013 was also the 10th anniversary of the Kennedy Lugar
Youth Exchange and Study (YES) Program, sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, which we celebrated with live events, videos and
interactive online activities for YES alumni.
And for a second consecutive year, Great Nonprofits named
iEARN-USA a “Top Nonprofit”.
Other highlights from our Annual Report include:
•

A week-long iEARN Annual International Conference and
Youth Summit Doha, Qatar, which brought together 700
educators, students, and partner organizations from 53
countries to share models for using technology to build
global understanding and enhance teaching and learning.

•

An iEARN Adobe Youth Voices Media Festival, hosted
simultaneously at the iEARN Conference in Doha and
online through Adobe Connect, showcasing youthproduced media from around the world.

•

The launch of Photojournalism 2.014, a project engaging
educators and youth in Pakistan, Tajikistan, and the United
States in cross-cultural collaboration to help them develop
photojournalism and media skills through the lens of
Heritage, Hunger, and Food Security.

•

The publication of the Teachers Guide to Global Project
Based Learning as part of the first year of The Chris
Stevens Youth Network, a initiative bringing together
8,000 students and 400 educators in the Middle East
and North Africa to work on iEARN projects with their
counterparts in the United States.

iEARN began in 1988, when 12 schools in Moscow linked via
electronic mail and video phone with 12 schools in New York
State for collaborative learning and dialogue.
Then, as now, our mission was to connect U.S. classrooms
to their peers around the globe to strengthen international
education, broaden global awareness, bolster empathy, and
prepare young people for the professional, economic and
geopolitical challenges of living in an interconnected world.
Today, iEARN’s unique blend of programs - from technology
enabled K-12 classroom-to-classroom collaboration via our
online Collaboration Centre, to our support for physical
exchanges such as the National Security Language Initiative
for Youth (NSLI-Y) Program and YES Program – engages some
2 million youth and 50,000 educators in 140 countries.
In 2013, as we honored the past and the work of those who
came before us, we also looked with great excitement toward
the future. We want to thank you for being part of the iEARN
family as we embark on our next quarter century!

Mona Eraiba
Chair

Daniel Rosenblum
Executive Director
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MISSION
The MISSION of iEARN-USA is to enable young people worldwide,
working in collaboration and dialogue, to make a meaningful
contribution to the health and welfare of the planet and its people.
The VISION of iEARN-USA is that people engage in respectful
dialogue and collaborative action to meet challenges of our world.
Our STRATEGY is to teach and support educators in using
technologies to promote student interaction in global projects.

200

2,000,000

50,000

Projects designed &
facilitated by educators
& students

Youth collaborating
together on projects

Educators using technology
to internationalize
their classrooms
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PROJECTS
iEARN enables students and teachers to design and
collaborate on global projects as part of their regular
classroom and after-school activities.
Participants use iEARN’s safe and structured online
Collaboration Centre for their global project-based learning
activities.
Over 200 projects were active in iEARN in 2013, including
Game Exchange, CIVICS, Finding Solutions to Hunger,
Photojournalism 2.0, Connecting Math to Our Lives, the Teddy
Bear Project, Local History, and many more.

Teddy Bear Project Participants

5

Celebrating 25 Years

iEARN-USA Annual Report | 2013

Iranian “Hunger Warriors” team preparing their school for
Finding Solutions to Hunger Project activities

Romanian participants in the Holiday Card Project

iEARN Collaboration Centre

Students in Ghana prepare a website for
the Local History Project

Ukrainian participants in the National Toy Project

Students in Belarus with their homemade birdfeeders,
created as part of the Together With Birds Project
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
iEARN offers both face-to-face workshops and online
professional development, including courses, webinars, and
online coaching, to support educators to integrate online
global project work into their classrooms.
Since 1988, iEARN has equipped more than 100,000
educators with the technical, collaborative and organizational
skills needed to participate fully in a global, collaborative
Internet-based learning environment.

Educators at a Chris Stevens Youth Network Workshop in Doha,
Qatar as part of the 2013 iEARN Conference and Youth Summit.

7

iEARN-USA Annual Report | 2013

iEARN-Brasil hosts Adobe Youth Voices workshop at
Ibirapuera Park in São Paulo

Celebrating 25 Years

iEARN-Uganda hosts an Adobe Youth Voices workshop and
film screening.

Adobe Youth Voices workshop at 2013
iEARN Conference and Youth Summit in
Doha, Qatar

iEARN-Tajikistan hosts Photojournalism 2.0
workshop in Dushanbe

Chris Stevens Youth Network participants from
the U.S. and Oman
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EVENTS
In addition to supporting ongoing virtual exchange
programming between schools and youth organizations
worldwide, iEARN also supports in-person communitybuilding and networking activities throughout the year.

Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (YES)
Program Digital Storytelling Camp
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YouthCaN Environmental Conference
April 29, 2013

2013 iEARN Conference and Youth Summit
Doha, Qatar,
July 1-6, 2013

The 2013 YouthCaN event was held on April 29, 2013 at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York City to
showcase youth-run environmental issues across the NYC
region and around the world.
YouthCaN combines year-round virtual exchange and
collaboration through iEARN’s Collaboration Centre and
other social media tools with face-to-face events and activities
such as hikes, research trips, and community service projects.
Alongside the annual event at the American Museum of
Natural History in NYC, YouthCaN events have been held
around the world, including in Beirut, Cairo, Minsk, and Miami.

iEARN-Qatar/ROTA hosted the 2013 iEARN Annual
Conference and Youth Summit for the first time in the
Gulf region. The event included participation of educators,
students, administrators, ministry officials, non-profit, and
corporate partners, who met to present and discuss ways of
using technology to build global understanding and enhance
teaching and learning. Through strong local support from the
Qatar Foundation, and globally through U.S. partners such as
the Adobe Foundation, the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the Qatar Foundation
International (QFI), the conference brought together
participants from over 53 countries from around the world.

iEARN Training Workshops in the Dominican Republic
August 23, 2013

Global Education Conference
November 18 – 22, 2013

iEARN-USA and World Computer Exchange teamed up to
provide training workshops for teachers and trainers in
the Dominican Republic. The workshops were designed to
help educators learn more about project-based learning,
cross-cultural collaboration and how to utilize the iEARN
Collaboration Centre to participate in global projects.

iEARN-USA was a proud partner in the fourth annual Global
Education Conference, a free week-long online event bringing
together educators and innovators from around the world
from Monday, November 18 through Friday, November
22, 2013. iEARN educators, youth, and other partners and
innovators presented their work, sharing examples and
collaborative projects related to connecting classrooms and
youth programs, with a strong emphasis on promoting global
awareness, fostering global competency, and inspiring action
towards solving real–world problems.
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PARTNERS AND
FUNDERS
Program Highlights

Photojournalism 2.0 participants in Pakistan
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Chris Stevens Youth Network
Throughout 2013, iEARN-USA expanded the reach and impact
of the US Department of
State, Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs’ Chris
Stevens Youth Network,
a new virtual exchange
program dedicated to the
late Ambassador Christopher Stevens. Through interactive
technologies and new media, the program connects classrooms
throughout the Middle East, North Africa, and the United
States in global projects and virtual exchange activities. In July
2013, participating educators gathered for a 3-day workshop
in Doha, facilitated by iEARN-USA and the Buck Institute for
Education. In October, iEARN-USA published the Chris Stevens
Youth Network Teachers Guide for Online Collaboration and
Global Projects, designed to guide educators through the steps
of planning and conducting an online, collaborative project with
classrooms around the world.

“iEARN gave our students the chance to discover that the
issues they are facing in their local community are global.
Environmental issues, empowering women, and finding
solutions for hunger are not local issues to them anymore…
sharing their strategies, findings and achievements with
their global peers will open new doors for all of us.”
- Hiba, After School Teacher, Syria

“...today we also have digital bridges to connect different
cultures – and I don’t just mean Facebook and Twitter.
The State Department’s Educational and Cultural Affairs
Bureau runs a virtual exchange program that connects
teachers and students in the United States with their
counterparts in the Middle East and North Africa. These
students are working together online, learning from each
other about their cultures and history, and they’re forging
lasting relationships.”
- Secretary of State John Kerry, speaking about the Chris Stevens Youth
Network in May 20, 2013 remarks to the Foreign Service Institute Overseas
Security Seminar.

Photojournalism 2.0: Images of Social Change
Working with iEARN-Bangladesh, iEARN-Pakistan, and
iEARN-Tajikistan, and through the support of the Office of
Press and Public Diplomacy, Bureau of South and Central
Asian Affairs of the U.S. Department of State, iEARN-USA
continued Photojournalism 2.0 Program, a global high school
photojournalism education program.
Throughout 2013, workshops were held to provide resources
and training for educators and youth on digital media and
storytelling. After successful completion of the program
iEARN hosted local exhibitions in Pakistan, Tajikistan and
Bangladesh of photos from young aspiring journalists. Images
from Pakistan Tajikistan and Bangladesh were shared with
each other to increase awareness and understanding between
countries, foster people-to-people ties in the South and
Central Asia region, and encourage dialogue on social change.
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Photojournalism 2.014:
Heritage, Hunger, and Food Security

Our Family, Our Neighborhood, Our World
(O3) Program

Building on the success of the Photojournalism 2.0 Program,
in 2013 iEARN-USA launched a new photojournalism program
linking educators in Pakistan, Tajikistan, and the United States
around the theme of heritage, hunger, and food security.
The program, focused on strengthening journalistic ties and
regional reporting, is made possible through support from the
U.S. Department of State, Bureau of South and Central
Asian Affairs.

iEARN-USA, iEARN-India, and iEARN-Pakistan continued
their partnership with the American India Foundation (AIF) to
support the Our Family, Our Neighborhood, Our World (O3)
Program, an innovative education project preparing emerging
young educators and their students in India and Pakistan
Punjab with the leadership and technical skills to engage in
global networking and civic engagement. O3 is made possible
in part by a grant from the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of South and Central Asian Affairs.

Through workshops, webinars, and joint online course work,
educators receive technical training and develop strategies
for incorporating global photojournalism programs into
their schools. Through iEARN’s Collaboration Centre,
students and educators connect cross-culturally through
fieldwork assignments and photo exchanges. A select group
of participants from all three countries will participate
in a regional workshop and exhibition in Tajikistan at the
conclusion of the program.
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Adobe Youth Voices
In 2013, iEARN-USA entered its eighth year in the Adobe
Youth Voices program, the Adobe Foundation’s global
philanthropic initiative that empowers youth worldwide to
comment on their world using multimedia and digital tools
to communicate and share their ideas, demonstrate their
potential, and take action in their communities. By the end of
2013, iEARN had trained over 1200 educators in the program,
and managed youth media workshops, production, and
exhibitions in Argentina, Belarus, Brazil, China, Egypt, Georgia,
Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Oman, Pakistan, Romania,
Russia, South Africa, Spain, Taiwan, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine,
and the USA.
In addition to hosting national Adobe Youth Voices exhibition events in cities around the world, iEARN hosted a global
iEARN Adobe Youth Voices Media Festival both virtually and
in-person at the 2013 iEARN Conference and Youth Summit in
Doha, Qatar, featuring youth-produced media from Argentina,
Belarus, Canada, China, Mexico, Oman, Pakistan, Romania,
Taiwan, Tunisia, and Uganda.

Celebrating 25 Years

National Security Language Initiative for Youth
(NSLI-Y)
iEARN-USA continued its partnership with the American
Councils for International Education consortium to manage
programming for the National Security Language Initiative
Youth Program (NSLI-Y), an initiative funded by the US
Department of State, Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs.
NSLI-Y offers more than 600 full scholarships to U.S. high
school students to study abroad and learn critical languages
(Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, Hindi, Korean, Russian and Turkish).
In 2013 iEARN administered NSLI-Y programming in Korea,
Morocco, India, China, and Taiwan, sending 121 U.S. students
abroad for summer, semester, and year-long language
immersion experiences.
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Kennedy Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (YES)
Program

Exchange 2.0 Coalition

As a founding partner of the Kennedy Lugar Youth Exchange
and Study (YES) program in 2003, iEARN was pleased to
support 10th anniversary activities throughout 2013, including
in-person YES Alumni events in Accra, Doha, and Istanbul,
virtual meet-ups throughout the year, and a series of videos
celebrating the impact of the YES program and honoring the
thousands who have participated in the program, including host
families, host schools, host communities, partner organizations
in the U.S. and overseas, the U.S. Department of State, the
U.S. Congress and countless other supporters of the program.
The Youth Exchange and Study (YES) Program, funded by the
US Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs, is an exchange program for secondary school students
from countries with significant Muslim populations to spend an
academic year in the United States.

In 2013, iEARN-USA, along with partners Global Nomads
Group and Soliya, continued working to increase awareness of
the enormous potential of virtual exchanges —technology —
enabled, sustained, people-to-people education programs.

iEARN manages YES programming in Bangladesh, Cameroon,
Israel, Liberia, Pakistan, Sierra Leone, and Suriname, and also
advises and manages mobile SMS strategy, virtual exchange
activities, and program websites, including the launch in
October of a new YES Abroad website (www.yes-abroad.org).

Combining the deep impact of cross-cultural exchange with
the broad reach of new media technologies, virtual exchanges
make it possible for all young people to have a meaningful
cross-cultural experience as part of their education.
At the end of 2013, the Exchange 2.0 team launched a new
website, www.exchange20.org, to share the impact that virtual
exchange programs are having on educators and young people
around the world.
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iEARN-USA PARTNERS AND
FUNDERS HAVE INCLUDED

Advanced Network Services
Adobe Foundation
AFS-USA
American Councils for International Education
American Museum of Natural History
Apple Computers, Inc.
Arkus, Inc.
Asia Society
Blackboard Collaborate
Buck Institute for Education (BIE)
City University of New York
Copen Family Fund
CSIET
Delaware State Department of Education
Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art
Educational Development Center (EDC)
FHI-360
Global Catalyst Foundation
Global Nomads Group (GNG)
Hagedorn & Co.
Hewlett Packard (HP)
Hipercept
Intel Teach
Longview Foundation
Lutz & Carr
Minds on Design Lab
Mobility International USA (MIUSA)
New York City Department of Education

Open Society Foundation
Organization of American States (OAS)
PBS Newshour
Peace Corps: National Peace Corps
Posner-Wallace Foundation
Qatar Foundation International
Roberts & Holland
Rosetta Stone Language Learning Software
SEED (Schlumberger Excellence in Educational Development)
Salesforce Foundation
Anna and John J. Sie Foundation
Sir John Templeton Foundation
Sister Cities International
Soliya
Souktel
Stevens Institute of Technology
Teachers College at Columbia University
Tides Foundation
UN Cyberschoolbus
UNICEF
UNESCO
USAID
US Department of Education
US Department of State
VIF International Education
WNET/Channel Thirteen
World Affairs Council
World Computer Exchange
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2013 IEARN-USA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

iEARN-USA Board Member and iEARN Founder, Peter Copen, connects
via Skype with 2013 iEARN-Taiwan Winter Camp participants

Hady Amr
Washington, DC
Philip Berkowitz
Littler Mendelson P.C.
New York, New York
Peter Copen, Treasurer
Copen Family Fund
Carlsbad, California
Mona Eraiba, Chair
Trust Company of the West
New York, New York

Cathy Healy
Author & Educator
Washington, DC
Margaret Riel
Pepperdine University
Malibu, California
Paige Johnson
Intel Corporation
Hillsboro, Oregon
George Warnock
Deloitte & Touche
Stamford, Connecticut
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iEARN-USA STAFF

iEARN-USA Executive Director, Daniel Rosenblum, with Essa Al Mannai,
Executive Director of Reach Out to Asia (ROTA), at the 2013 iEARN
Conference and Youth Summit in Doha, Qatar
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Aqeela Jogee Cutter

New iEARN-USA Staff in 2013

Program Manager

Dina Guirguis
Director of Government Grant Programs

Lisa Jobson
Chief Program Officer

Bethany Kreider
Program Assistant
Nasir Massaiq
Staff Accountant

Christine McCaleb
YES Alumni Coordinator

David Potter
Chief Development Officer

Deepti Pulavarthi
Technology Manager

Daniel Rosenblum
Executive Director

Bethany Kreider,
Program Assistant
In October 2014, Bethany Kreider joined iEARN-USA as a
Grant Assistant for the NSLI-Y team. She holds a degree in
Elementary Education from the University of Tampa, and prior
to joining iEARN, she worked as a Fulbright English Teaching
Assistant in Indonesia for two years. Bethany feels privileged
to now have the opportunity to assist others in their study
abroad experiences through the NSLI-Y grant.
Christine McCaleb,
YES Alumni Coordinator
Christine supports the development of Kennedy-Lugar Youth
Exchange and Study (YES) program Alumni Associations
around the world. Prior to joining iEARN-USA, Christine
managed youth programs in South Africa, the Dominican
Republic, Guatemala and Arizona centered on social
entrepreneurship, human rights, empowerment through
technology, and women’s advocacy respectively. She holds a
Master of Arts from Teachers College, Columbia University
in International Educational Development with a focus on
educational technology for low-resource communities.
Christine believes strongly in the power of networks and
volunteers as the Vice President of Programs for the New
York City chapter of Young Education Professionals.

Jennifer Russell
Program Coordinator

Bridget Stout
Manager, Member Services and Professional Development

Nicole Weitzner
Coordinator, Programs and Digital Content

Curtis Young
Program Manager

Fei Zheng
Financial Controller

Daniel Rosenblum,
Executive Director
A former journalist with broad international experience,
Daniel assumed his role as Executive Director of iEARN-USA
in May 2013. Previously, he was Vice President, External
Relations of Japan Society, a cultural nonprofit in New York
focused on U.S.-Japan relations. Prior to that, Rosenblum
worked as a journalist for 16 years, including 13 years as a
financial correspondent and television producer with Reuters
in Tokyo, Hong Kong, London, Washington and New York.
Nicole Weitzner,
Coordinator, Programs and Digital Content
Nicole joined iEARN-USA as Coordinator, Programs and
Digital Content. She manages the Photojournalism 2.014
program and helps manage content for the Kennedy-Lugar
Youth Exchange and Study (YES) program, YES Abroad
program, and World Youth News websites. Nicole lived,
studied and/or worked in France, Chile, Spain and Hong Kong
and worked in education and the nonprofit world before
joining our team. She holds an MA in International Affairs
from The New School University and a BA in Sociology and
Hispanic Studies from Vassar College. Nicole is passionate
about promoting cross-cultural exchange and understanding
and feels privileged to be part of the iEARN family.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2013
ASSETS
Total Current Assets 					
$ 472,034
Grant Contracts Receivable 				
$ 6,733,333
Accounts Receivable 					
$ 3,305
Other Current Assets 					
$ 55,492
Total Assets 						 $ 7,264,164

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Total Current Liabilities 					
Net Assets – Board Designated 				
Net Assets – Unrestricted 				
Temporarily Restricted 					
Total Liabilities and Net Assets 				

$ 251,385
$ 60,000
$ 106,014
$ 7,012,779
$ 7,264,164

REVENUE AND OTHER SUPPORT
Contributions and Grants 				
$ 575,191
Program and Membership Fees 				
$ 187,217
Donated program services and materials 			
$ 1,052,610
Other 							
$ 7,285
Net Assets Released from Restrictions 			
$ 5,009,306
Total Unrestricted Revenues and Other Support 		
$ 6,831,608

EXPENSES
Program Services 					
Supporting Services 					

$ 6,545,260
$ 275,904

Total Expenses 			

$ 6,821,164

Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets

$ 10,445

CHANGES IN TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Contributions and Grants
Net Assets released from Restrictions

$ 3,914,891
$ (5,009,306)

Increase in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets
Increase in Net Assets
Net Assets, Beginning of Year
Net Assets, End of Year

$ (1,094,415)
$ (1,083,970)
$ 8,096,749
$ 7,012,779
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iEARN ON GREAT NONPROFITS
iEARN is an invaluable resource for educators and youth
workers, alike. The collaborative projects engage students on issues ranging from the environment to peacebuilding through civic action. As a social science educator
of secondary students with special needs, iEARN offers
a variety of projects in which students of all abilities can
participate and contribute to the international community
through dialogue. The exchange of ideas, traditions and
cultures that occurs in iEARN forums, online courses and
projects utilizing instructional technology is vital to the
development of 21st Century skills among students. This
non-profit organization is inclusive and supports the needs
of individuals in a warm, caring way. My students feel
empowered and hopeful about their future after having
participated in an iEARN project.

I have been an iEARN teacher since 2003 and have been
coaching teachers as they globalize their classrooms
since 2006. iEARN has made it possible for me to connect
hundreds of students with their peers in other countries,
to learn about real global issues that they will need to face
together. This is the crux of it all- students learn by doing, and the essential task of our time is to learn to work
together. The many projects and highly invested educators
create a rich environment for working together- the kids
do the rest and it is magical.
Jennifer Geist, Seattle, WA

Renee Day, Riverside, CA

Read more on iEARN-USA’s profile on Great Nonprofits
www.greatnonprofits.org/reviews/profile2/iearn

Follow us
@iearnusa
facebook.com/iearnusa
www.iearnusa.wordpress.com
www.youtube.com/iearnusa
www.flickr.com/iearnusa
www.scoop.it/t/this-week-in-iearn

23

iEARN-USA Annual Report | 2013

Celebrating 25 Years

HISTORY
In 2013, iEARN celebrated its 25th Anniversary of connecting
educators and youth around the world to learn and collaborate
together.

curriculum-based projects designed by participating teachers.
Following the success of this pilot program, iEARN expanded
to nine countries in 1990. In each country a "Center" was
created to provide training and support for teachers.

In 1988 the Copen Family Foundation, under the leadership of
Peter Copen, linked 12 schools in Moscow with 12 schools in
New York State in the New York - Moscow Schools
Telecommunications Project. Working with the New York
State Education Department and the Soviet Academy of
Sciences, students worked in both English and Russian on
Peter Copen, linked
12 schools in
Moscow with 12
schools in New York
State in the
New York - Moscow
Schools
Telecommunications
Project

1st iEARN
International
Teacher Meeting
held in Puerto
Madryn, Argentina

3rd iEARN
International
Teachers Conference

5th iEARN
International
Conference and
Youth Summit

Argentina

Hungary

USA

1992
1988

In 1994, the first iEARN international teacher meeting was
held in Puerto Madryn, Argentina.

1995
1994

iEARN Coordinators
Meeting in Yorktown
Heights, New York

In
Co
Yo

China

1997
1996

7th iEARN
International
Conference and
Youth Summit

1999
1998

2001
2000

Australia

Spain

Puerto Rico

South Africa

2nd iEARN
International
Teacher Meeting

4th iEARN
International
Teachers Conference
and Youth Summit

6th iEARN
International
Conference

8th iEARN
International
Conference and
Youth Summit

Based on the successful project work completed between
1990 and 1994, iEARN-International was formed and an
iEARN constitution was developed. This opened the iEARN
network to schools worldwide.
Today, over 50,000 educators and 2 million youth in 140
countries around the world are involved in iEARN projects
throughout the year, demonstrating the power of technology
and global collaboration.
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Participants at the 1995 iEARN Conference in Australia connect
online with colleagues through early “CU-SeeMe” videoconferencing
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