
 
 

 
 

 
New York Times Science Reporter  Andrew Revkin Challenges 1,300 YouthCaN Students 

to Explore Science and Global Warming Projects 
 
At the Global Youth Event, sponsored by the American Museum of Natural History and iEARN, Andrew Revkin 

stresses that the environment of the future is owned by over 1 billion of today’s young people and challenges 
them to learn and take action.  

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE        April 30, 2007 
 

New York—Students in the YouthCaN Planning Committee deviated from their normal policy, which 
limits presentations and workshops to young people, to invite Andrew Revkin, science reporter for the New 
York Times, to share his thoughts on how science can be an effective tool to examine climate change and other 
issues facing the planet’s environment.  Addressing the 1,300 students, Revkin joined young people in leading 
workshops on issues facing the planet and what we all can do educate ourselves and then act on that learning to 
change the world. 
 
“There never has been and never will there be another youth age group as large as yours. You have the potential 
for making significant change,” Revkin noted to cheering young people assembled in the Hall of Ocean Life at 
the American Museum of Natural History.  The AMNH co-sponsors the year-long YouthCaN initiative with 
iEARN (International Education and Resource Network).    
 
Revkin’s workshop, one of 28 conducted at the 2007 YouthCaN event, 
was the only one facilitated by an adult.  It focused on his participation 
in a scientific expedition to the North Pole, which later became the 
basis of his recent book, “The North Pole Was Here.” Other youth-
facilitated workshops, many led by NYC public school students, 
focused on recycling, vermi composting, solar cooking, paper making 
from recycled waste paper, and other topics. 
 
“Our goal is to enable young people to experience scientific 
exploration and then provide opportunities for them to gain leadership, 
technical, and presentation skills and confidence,” noted Jay Holmes of the Education Department of the 
museum.  “In addition to taking science and environmental hikes and other activities during the year, the 
student Planning Committee handles all aspects of the YouthCaN conference each April.”  
 
Much of the science and environmental information is shared electronically by students through the iEARN 
network and online platform. "Through the Internet and other connective technologies, students and teachers 
have the opportunity to directly engage with students in other countries on the environmental issues they are 
exploring,” said iEARN-USA Director, Dr. Edwin Gragert. “Students have the opportunity to both learn and 
teach through direct interaction, enabling them to gain knowledge about science and acquire the ability to work  
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directly with other cultures instead of merely studying about them.  Being comfortable working in teams with 
technology and with different cultures are important 21st century skills.”  At this year’s YouthCaN conference, a 
new (OF2) – Our Footprints, Our Future Project was announced which will enable students to measure their 
carbon footprints and take steps to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide emitted into the atmosphere. 

 
“In addition to the workshops presented by young people in New York, YouthCaN video-conferences with 
other YouthCaN events taking place around the world on the same day.   This year, we had virtual workshops 
presented by students in Beirut, Cairo, Dallas and Seattle.  These underscore the global nature of the issues 
being addressed by students and help them explore collective solutions,” Gragert added. 
 
“We are looking for new members of the YouthCaN planning committee. They are connected by technology 
and united by friendship and their commitment to study and positively impact the environment,” Holmes 
pointed out.  The Planning Committee meets each Friday evening at the museum to plan their hikes, do 
computer networking and explore solutions to environmental issues.  Persons wishing to be on the Planning 
Committee should contact YouthCaN at: youthcan@us.iearn.org 
 
About iEARN 
iEARN was launched in 1988 as a pilot project between the US and USSR to demonstrate that students could 
use emerging new technologies to work together on meaningful educational projects that enhance the quality of 
life on the planet.  It is iEARN’s vision that students who start working together globally from the earliest ages  
will: 1) enhance their learning because it is experiential and interactive with their peers in other countries and 2) 
realize that the world’s issues can be resolved by collaborative solutions.  The iEARN network (ages 5-19) has 
grown to become the world’s largest educational network for project-based learning, with programs in 118 
countries.  iEARN-USA was awarded the 2003 Goldman Sachs Foundation Prize for Excellence in 
International Education and is a 2004 Tech Museum Laureate winner for “technology benefiting humanity.”  
Please visit www.iearn.org and www.us.iearn.org or e-mail: iearn@us.iearn.org  iEARN-USA is based in New 
York City. 
 
About the Amer ican Museum of Natural History, Education Department 
The American Museum of Natural History is one of the world’s preeminent scientific, educational, and cultural 
institutions.  Since its founding in 1869, the Museum has advanced its global mission to explore and interpret 
human cultures and the natural world through a wide-reaching program of scientific research, education, and 
exhibitions.  The Museum accomplishes this ambitious goal through its extensive facilities and resources.  The 
institution houses 46 permanent exhibition halls, state-of-the-art research laboratories, one of the largest natural 
history libraries in the Western Hemisphere, and a permanent collection of more than 30 million specimens and 
cultural artifacts.  With a scientific staff of more than 200, the Museum supports research divisions in 
Anthropology, Paleontology, Invertebrate and Vertebrate Zoology, and the Physical Sciences.  The Museum 
shares its treasures and discoveries with approximately four million on-site visitors from around the world each 
year.  AMNH-produced exhibitions and Space Shows can currently be seen on five continents in engagements 
that reach audiences of millions.  In addition, the Museum’s Web site, www.amnh.org, extends its collections, 
exhibitions, and educational programs to millions more beyond the Museum’s walls. 
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